BIO 267

FALL 2015
Wikipedia Assignment

http://www.psmag.com/navigation/books-and-culture/killed-wikipedia-93777/
The objective of this assignment is to encourage you to: 


1. Engage more deeply with a topic of particular interest than you would have


the opportunity to otherwise.


2. Contribute to the public understanding of science.


3. Communicate your ideas effectively, both verbally (by communicating them to 


fellow classmates) and in writing (by writing and revising your Wikipedia entry).

PROJECT OVERVIEW
The major goal of this project is to write a new Wikipedia page or add to/significantly improve an existing page.  You will accomplish this goal in stages, which are described in this handout and on our course Wikipedia page: http://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Duke_University/Evolution_of_Animal_Behavior_(Fall_2015):

Assignment due dates are on this handout, the Wikipedia course website and can also be found on the Updated Course Overview.

Stage 1: Practice with Wikipedia
Assignment 1: “Practicing the Basics” (5% of Wikipedia Project Grade)

DUE BY THE START OF DISCUSSION ON SEPTEMEBER 9th/10th
1. Create a Wikipedia Account and enroll on our course page – our passcode is: zshjdftw
2. On the Dashboard, in “Week One” you will see an assignment “Practicing the Basics” – follow the instructions there and complete the “Online Training for Students”

3. Complete this assignment on your own (i.e., not with your group). You don’t need to turn anything in for this assignment, we’ll be able to track your progress through the course website.

Assignment 2: “Copyedit an article” (5% of the Wikipedia Project Grade)

DUE BY THE START OF DISCUSSION ON SEPTEMBER 17th/18th

1. Browse Wikipedia to get a sense of what articles (related to this course) exist and in particular, which would benefit from copyediting.
2. Choose one article, identify ways in which you can improve its language and grammar, and make the appropriate changes (you do not need to alter the article’s content).
3. Complete this assignment on your own (i.e., not with your group). You don’t need to turn anything in for this assignment, we’ll be able to track your progress through the course website.

Stage 2: Choose an article

Assignment 3: “Choosing your article”

DUE BY THE START OF LECTURE ON SEPTEMBER 17th
1. Using the group username your instructors provided enroll your group in the course.
2. As a group, come up with 3-5 articles you will consider working on as your main project.  Look at the talk pages for each article you are considering to get a sense of who else is working on it and what they are doing.

3. To turn in this assignment: List the 3-5 articles you are considering on your group’s user page.  Briefly describe why you think each article is a good candidate for your project.

Assignment 4: “Finalize your topic”

DUE BY THE START OF LECTURE ON SEPTEMBER 22nd 
1. After receiving feedback on your proposed articles, as a group, select one article to work on.  

2. To turn in this assignment: Under the “Students” tab of the course page, click the “Assign myself an article” button, next to your GROUP’S username.
Stage 3: Research and Development

Assignment 5: “Bibliography” (10% of Wikipedia Project grade)
DUE BY THE START OF LECTURE ON OCTOBER 1st 

1. As a group, compile a bibliography of at least 8 relevant, reliable sources that you will use to write/update your article.
2. To turn in this assignment: Email your bibliography to your TAs and instructor.  Also, you must post your bibliography to the talk page of the article you are working on.  Continue to check back to the talk page to see if anyone has advice on your bibliography.

Assignment 6: “Draft Outline” (20% of Wikipedia Project grade)

DUE BY THE START OF LECTURE ON OCTOBER 8th (Hint: DO NOT wait until you’ve finished your bibliography to begin this!!!)

1. As a group, create a detailed outline reflecting your new articles structure, or proposed changes to an existing article.
· If you choose to add to an existing page, your outline should reflect these goals:

i. Add or significantly improve the introductory paragraph to your selected page that is aimed at the general public.
ii. Add at least three additional sections to your selected page.
iii. Edit any existing sections to correct errors and improve clarity and completeness.

2. To turn in this assignment: Email your outline to your TAs and instructor.  Also, upload your outline to your group’s sandbox.  Finally, post your outline (or a brief narrative description of your plans) to the article’s talk page and make sure to check back on the talk page and engage with any responses.

Assignment 7: “Moving articles to mainspace”

DUE BY FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16th
1. Work with your group to begin filling in your outline with the goal of moving your sandbox draft into the Wikipedia mainspace.  Also take into consideration any advice you have received on the article’s talk page

a. If you are expanding an existing article, begin by filling in your outline.  You will copy your filled in sections into the existing article.  If you are making many small edits, save after each edit before you make the next one.  DO NOT paste over the entire article, or large sections of the existing article.

b. If you are creating a new article, post a short “starter article” based on your outline.  In this case, DO NOT copy and paste your text, or there will be no record of your work history.  Follow the instructions on the “Moving out of your sandbox” handout, found on the course website.

2. To turn in this assignment simply make sure something has been posted to your article’s main space.
Stage 4: Article Expansion and Peer Review
Assignment 8: “Continue work on main article”

ONGOING – COMPLETE FIRST DRAFT EXPECTED BY MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2nd 

1. Work with your group to continue reviewing, revising and expanding your article.  You can work in the sandbox, or the main space, wherever you feel comfortable.  Remember the following guidelines as you work:
·  Use a minimum of 8 references from the primary literature or the secondary literature (i.e., reviews or textbooks).
· Include hyperlinks from other related Wikipedia entries
· Include one original figure that enhances explanation of the topic; use free license for uploading: http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Upload
· Conform to Wikipedia’s style guidelines: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Manual_of_Style
2. You don’t need to turn in anything for this assignment, we will be able to keep track of your progress via the course website.
Assignment 9: “Choose article to peer review”

CHOICE MUST BE MADE BY START OF LECTURE OCTOBER 22nd
1. Each individual student must choose another group’s article to peer review.  The sooner you can begin the peer review process the better, but if the group’s article is not ready for editing yet, that’s okay.

2. To turn in this assignment: Under the students tab of the course website, click the “Review an article” button next to your INDIVIDUAL username and fill in the article you’ve chosen to review.
Assignment 10: “Peer review and copyedit”
 (10% of the Wikipedia Project grade)
FIRST EDITS MUST BE POSTED BY START OF LECTURE NOVEMBER 5th
Stage 5: Final article and presentation

Assignment 11: “Final Article” (40% of the Wikipedia Project grade)

DUE BY THE START OF LECTURE NOVEMBER 19th
1. After incorporating your classmates’ suggestions and suggestions from the Wikipedia community, post your final article to the Wikipedia main space.
2. To turn in this assignment: Make sure your article is on the main space.  Email your TAs and instructor with the time you finalized your article so that we can be sure to look at the correct revision from the article’s history.
Assignment 12: “In Class Presentation” (10% of the Wikipedia Project grade)

PRESENTATIONS IN YOUR DISCUSSION SECTION NOVEMBER 19th/20th 

1. Each group will have ~15 minutes to present the content of their Wikipedia article and describe the editing process.  Each student should be prepared to discuss their specific role in the group project.

2. To turn in this assignment: Do the presentation (
Notes about this process:
Be relentless in your editing of each other’s text. You are the best potential editors for your team members. Don’t feel shy about suggesting changes (track changes in Word works well for this, and Google docs also has a tracked changes option) and don’t be offended or put off if your team mates offer extensive edits. The process of writing is the process of revising, revising, revising. 

Challenges:

How to use sandbox

Deciding on organization

Writing for a ‘lay audience’

Deciding what to keep from what was already present

Making sure you’re accurate

Not plagiarizing

GROUP 1: 

GROUP 2: 

GROUP 3: 
GROUP 4: 

GROUP 5: 

GROUP 6: 
GROUP 7: 

Etc….
�I think we can keep track of the edits a student makes from the course website, but I’m not sure how quickly we will have to check to make sure we see their edits before they have the opportunity to get overwritten by someone else.  Basically, I think we will be able to see if the student edited the article, but I’m not sure we’ll be able to accurately judge the quality of their peer review.  Should we ask them to do a track changes document that we can review instead? 





